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.-unteriville District e.r.craces the cxerter part of 
the easterri half of ;tK^ Pocahontas County. To tne north lies 
Creenbanl: District, nnile in the east it is separated from 
Hichland and Bath Counties in Virginia by the summit of the 
Allegheny L'ountain range, on the south lies Little Levels 
District and on the west Edxay District, ^est of the center 
and e.vtending northeast from near Huntersville, almost to 
tue nortneast oounaary axe the BroTvns Dounteins. In the 
soutnern part is a series of mountains called t..e Beaver Lick 
range. It is crowned by several lofty peaks.Just south of 
tne letter is a level plateau or table land of considerable 
e.xtent. It :ras covered at one time with a lofty forest of 
Trnite pine and is known as the white pine plateau. The pine 
i-<.er was Cuu ano snippec. to various markets and much of 

plateau is now of second growth and is owned by the gotrem- 

in _o..o..^^..ela forest. ?_nap,. s Creek and its tributaries 
orein the entire surface. The Utter are Little Back Creek. 
^uthard*s Creek, Cochran's Greek and Brown's Creek. 

first settlers in this district were Loses Lcore, 

John Bradshaw end Peter Li^^'-Uo, /g... , 

v*^oxn cf Xi:e latxer cave 

®lxea.dy certio^^ed ^ -. 

eaxio..ed xn foi-ex papers sent in.) Tney rere 

lonf 

”* *” «-e settle, .esi.e t.«t. 

<alle. >, Pioceer diys cere irhit eere 

sOTiption or select schools and were >asuallT taunht 



fcr a fer r::.ontns in tne year by one of the pioneerc, who In 
nis youth had enjoyed superior educational advantasres. The 
text books used were Dilworth* s Speller and some^work^ 


e fir.t of these schools ”keot“ in this district 


;untersville now stands 


up with a hu^e fireplace. The seats were made by splitting 
small logs in halves and inserting pins fcr legs in the oval 
sices. It is not knovm who the first teacher res: there is 


irrsu uo settxe on ivnapns 

Creek and were a prominent family. It ie not definitely known 
wno preacned the first sermon. Tradition again telle us that 
it was t;.e Apostle of L'ethodism,—the noted Eiehop Asbury. 

l-^e names of many pioneer Ministers are remembered and re¬ 
corded by tne old residents. 

Everyrnere in the setxlement of the west the frontier 
prec.Ci.er wae an important factor and scarcely rae tne roof 
of tne cabins made fast before tne ’hethodist Circuit rider 
the Baptist Kiesionary made his appearance, collected the 
r-eighbors, preached a sermon, left an appointment far tome 
tine, perxiape a year in the future; then after a friendly 
fereweli o* continued bis journey to another settlenent, 
nBDnf' eh© first visited Pocahontaa County uere 

Hiller, Aaos Saits. J. lioJ 


V 




ouse of worsnio vras erected the 


01 AU£,Tji£X iviiiiam Garrinon, Benjamin Herold and 

Lockridge, on behalf of the Church contracted for 
of a Church for Sl.Si^-o.OO. 


^ inio :;ortnern and southern 

, une I'etnodists had an organization at this place but 

ersville Church then belonged to what ttes known as 
Iton Circuit. 


-•.'.ount Vernon Cimrch, built 
erected on Ki-.apps Creek. For its 

subscription ana the re.-nainder was 
"OSes L'oore and ir_ 


XU ^.ds aeaiGated in June IS52 
became its first pastor. During the 
led by some the Civil War. the 


the Rev. j 
war between th 
soldiers made , 
ened to burn !• 
of vandalism ai 

2eal -j 


'hurcn and at one time threat- 
d upon to desist such an act 
as monument of the religlou# 
generations now passed away, 
teonard Heron, Jennie Jiurei 


aay its stands 

of ; 


' f 


Je-orpe Rider, -^arvey Curry, i:ary 
Isabella .’.'oore, Preston Uoore, A 
and Elizabeth Lithtner. George 
Leader. 


A. Curry, I'.oses Uoore, 
ndrew lloore, Anna Ltoore 
Rider vras the first Class 


Huntersville was the only to'ivn in the district 
at that time but in later years Frost nas become a small 
town. Huntersville was laid out in 1S21 and was tne County 
Seat until it was moved to harlinton after it had become 
a small town, by xhe voxe of the ^oeople. 

xHuntersville is situated on the left bank of Knapps 
Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all 
sides by lofty mountains and has, perhaps, more the appear¬ 
ance of an Alpine village than any other town in the State. 
Its elevation I 9 OO feet above seal level. 

hoses Hoore already mentioned as one of the first 
settlers located on Knapps Creek more than one hundred 
years ago,—at least one ..undred and fifty years ago- as is 
attersted by records. There was an old Indian trail or 
Valley Draft as it was once called, by which the Indians 
traveled when on their missions of blood to the settlements 


on Jacksons Hiver and in the Shenandoah Valley. 

•inis trai led near by where Moses Moore settled on the 

land once ovmed bg his grandson Andrew '.7. Iloore. As might 

have it was not long before he was carried into 

captivity ut made nis escape and returned to his mountain 

jo..,e. Twice more before the savages were stayed beyond the 

Cnio River ne was carried a prisoner to their towns on the 
■cioto ^iver. 
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Chapter 4 Part a, Question 5. 


TOr^VS SUTTLED AND OCCUPATIONS ESTABLISHED FROM 1810 TO I860 

The early settlers of Pocahontas did not settle many tovms. 
Huntersville being the only one of any Importance. William Sharp Sr. 

th, first permanent s.ttl.r at Huntarsvllla, but John Bradahaw ' 
was the ona aho did th. 5 ,o,t toaard maklns the to.n one of l„p„rtanca. 

For a n-unber of years previous to the organltatlon of the county' 
In 1821 , Huntersville had been a public place as nerohanta and trades, 
nan fron the east nould arrange to meet hunters here and barter goods 
for th. products of the hunt. It .as suggested by tone that J.lthvnie 
. .ould be a good nans for the place, but John Bradsha. Insisted upon 
the pane Huntersville as a special conpllnent to the hunters .ho'cane 
os hone to neet the_tradesnen. Including John Harness of Staunton 
•hd to .ho the Place o.ed so nuch of Its developnent. It .as John 

faiths., too, .ho gave enough land, fron his .vast estate to the counti 
•s a pla^fo build all the public buildings so that Huntersville could 
cone the county seat .hen the county .as organised in 1821. a site 
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-rsest stores . re 0 01^ 

and once a yearl .biT:' T 
brought out an the .en between thi 
practice. During the super! ^ 

number of people from the ealtlrn"? T ^ 

•aWlea. harness, stone ware toba^^''" 

other things. Ti-erefore the^lit whiskey, and many 

• -- xt was no::::: 

as or Its merchants to realize three tc 






four hundred percent on dry goods and groceries during the period 1822 
to 1S45. 

During the winter 1852 almost all of the business, part of the town 
was destroyed by fire. During the Civil Viar it was burned by Federal 
troops, sent from Beverly, to present it being a Confederate depot for 
military supplies. 

After the war it again grew into an important little town. Floursh- 
ing stores were operated by Amos Barlow, Lourey and Son, Lourey and 
Doyle, Improved methods of farming were adopted and the tovm took on a 
more pleasing appearance than ever-before. 

One of the principaljs hotels, was operated by J, Williams, John 
Bussard, John Holden, Porterfield Wallace, I. C, Carpenter and E. Camp¬ 
bell in succession, but was burned by federal troops during the Civil 
War. 

. • 

Salooning was for many years a flourishing business but in 1848 

. _ . _ _ ^ ' • /* ' . .... 

licenses for salooning w"as refused by the Court, This of course did 

t 

away with saloons in the county. 

i 

Blacksmlthlng v/as also an excellent business as there was much 
horse shoeing and wagon repairing to be done, Finleys* shop stood near 
the Cummings Creek road and from three to four hands were employeed. 
Another shop was operated by Jack T.ldd., Later by William Bliley, a 

very skilled artisan; and G. W, Ginger in succession. (Though Ginger waj 
not there until after the war) 

For many years a thriving business was carried on in the harness 

« 

and saddle business, ‘First by John Haines who ea^jloyad four or five 

« 

bands. After by WiiHam Pertig, and later by William Gh^oss and Son. 
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Tailoring waa alao a thriving buainaaa. Maaaari Oaa^l 
and Janaa Holdan atnployad aavaral man and war# leapt buay 4tt*» 

4 

fall and wlntar or whan weddlnsa wara In proapeeta. Waddlngt «I 
tha aaddlaa a good trada. It waa conaldarad good form for tha 
hava a new outfit, horaa, aaddle and bridle. The groom would not 
ha had much ohanoe of auooeaa if h« did not do hla courting on a na 


saddle and bridle made at Hunteravilla. 
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